hd 
o 


: 
> 


V 


[ 173 ] 
A 


Numb. 44 


i E VW 


OF-1.H K 


STATE 


OF.T-H E 


BRITISH NATION. 


_—_— —— _———_—— 


Thurſdap, July 8. 1508. 


Olomon ſays, he that meddles with 
Contentign that does not belong to 
him, is like one that taketh a Dog by 
the Ears, and I am not unmindful of his 
Caution in the Caſe before me—- Nor ſhall 
1 meddle with the Perſonal Part of the 
Quarrelz I neither know the Perſons nor 
their Defign in its but I cannot but ſet 
right che Judgments of other People a little 
concerning things as they occur, and I am 
not concern'd who takes that wrong, fince 
this is not intended to give any Perſonal 
Offence, and they that put ſuch a Conftru- 
ion upon it, muſt be in great want -of 
ſume body to quarrel with, | 
The Poſt- Boy, it ſeems, has publiſh'd in 
one of his Papers, an Account which is ta» 


ken to be a RefleRion upon two of the 
North- Britain Priſoners, that they were to 


be Evidencesagainft ſome of the reft. 


I preſume, the Poſt Boy does not pretend 
to ſay of his own Knowledge that it was fo, 
for, 1 own, 1 bave xort ſeen bis Paper, if he 
had, he had Ne obliged to prove it, or 
own. his abultiffÞ the Gentlem:na __. But” 
publiſhing it as a Report, as a thing diſ- 
cours'd of, as a thing he has heard z this I 
cannot, I confeſs, ſee ſo much Ground of 
Offence in, as the other mates of it ; and all 
the SatisfaQtion any Gentleman can deſire 
of the Author, is to acknowledge he was 
miliaform'd, or to ſay again, that whereas 
he heard ſo before, he now hears it is a 
Miftake—For to ask him to publiſh who it 
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But 1 come to the rel} of the Caſe, and 
this T think, I have a Right to ſpeak to, as 


that he ſhould a& that very Part they ac- © the whole Nation ſe#ms to be concern'd ig 


count ſo ſcandalous,turniInformer agajnft his 
Friends, or betray Converſation, and be- 
come the ſame infamous thing, they allege, 
he bas repreſented them to be ; and this 1 
fanſie, the Gentlemen cannot expe of 
him. . 

- Beſides, T muft tel] the G-ntlemen, 7 
bope without Offence, That whereas the 
Animadverſion that has been made, whe- 
ther by thezr Order qr no, ſecms to threaten 
uncommon Relentmenr, 1 had almoſt caii'd 
i: Revenge, on the Perſons of the Authors ; 
to deſire the Poſt Boy to inform theni who 
it was, is to make him acteſſary to all the 
Miſchicf chat may folow z and whereas that 
Threatniog is is itſeif a Breach of the Eng- 
liſþ Laws, and, if it was Perſonal, would 
m2ke the Perſons tizble to give Security for 
the Peace; ſo to expe the Poſt- Boy to lead 
Men to the Principals, would be to bring 
him in for a Share in the Blood, if any thing 
of that Nature ſhould follow it. Bur'this 
by the way. 

Now perhaps the Poſt- Boy had this in 
Converſation as 4 Story told, or heard it 
related as a Pieceof News, and the Perſon 
he had it of, bad no ſuch deſign as theſe 
People ſuggeft—— Why, what SatisfaQtion 
can they demand *r I believe, all the Prin- 
ters of News in this Town have rhought it 
ſufficient to ſay we we hear ſucha thing, or 
it is reported ſo and ſo; and without Re- 
fleion on the Flying-Poſt, I make no 
doubt but he wil} own, he has printed 
things before now on an Authority as light 
23 4 we bear, or it is reported, and I need 
no®g0 back to enquire ofall the Writers in 
the Town—And what do Gentlemen ex- 
pe in ſuch Caſes ? —They are always ſa- 
tisfy'd with che ſame Authors ſaying in his 
next Paper—Þe were miſinform'd, or ſuch a 
Report proves « Miſtake, 1 cannot hut there- 
fore ſay, thc Flying-Poſt in his Reply has 


been very hard upon his Brother Aathor, ' 


with bi: YiPanous and his Mercenaries, and 
ſach like—But for that ler chem calk toone 
- another, it's none of my Bufneſs ; I would ad- 
viſe them both not co give it} Names to each 
other, left By-Standers (ſhould laugh, and 
fay that buth. may be true. 


it ; The Fliing- Poſt publiſhes an Adver- 
vertiſement azainſt the Poſt. Boy on this Ac+ 
count, in T-rms full of Salt, and Bitter, - 
with Language ſcurriluus, T'hrcatnings un» 
uſual, and a S:ile inſulting, ſuch as 1 can- 
not ſuppoſe the Gentl-men themfſclves 
could dittate—And after all, I think, ast- 
ing Fardon if | am wrong, that the Reſent- 
ment it{-If js (1.) wrong grounded, and 
(2z-} wrong extended ; and of the Threat- 
ning Part I ſhall ſpcak afterward. 

1. I think, the Reſentment is. wrong 
grounded— ] do yor impoſe my Judgment, 1 
ovly ſay; 1 THINK SO, and my Rratons 
are thelo ———Toc ſay ſuch or ſuch Men are to 
be Evidences ayainft other Perſons, can- 
not in my Opinion be a Slander 3 if he had 
ſaid, the G:ntlemen had been inrocent, 
and theſe had been FALSE Witneſſes, it 
had indeed bzen flanderous, and required 
Reſentment, and to be Clear'd Upmo—— 
But here are Men taken up tor treaſonable 
Praftices—It will not be pretended, _ that 
it is diſhonourable for any Gentilemen to 
dereft Treaſon, or give Teſtimony in Be- 
half of their Sovereign agaiaft Traytors. 

Nor is this any Refl-Qion on the Gen- 
tlemen atall ; for if they were not guilty, 
no Evidence could be given ; if they were 
guilty, her Majeſty is very little oblig'd to 
any that ſhould think it diſhonourable, to 
inform their Sovereign of Trezſon againft 
either her Perſon or Government 
] know, the miſtaken Notion of an Inform- 
er has prevail'd in the World, and M=n of 
Honour think it below them to have the 
Name—TI muſt take the Freedom to ſay, it 
is the Crime alone that diſtinguiſh's the In- 
famy of the Name, and there are Caſes, in 
which the niceft Honour would:oblige a Man 
to be an Informer— For Example, Suppoſe a 
Gentleman ſaw a Villain abufing and forcing 
an innocent virruous Woman, he ought in 
Honour, and at the Hazard of his Life, to 
reſcue her from the Violence, and bring the 
Beaft ro the Gallows :; If he ſaw a an ſet- 
ting Fire to another Man's Houſe, he ought 
to ſeize the Incendiary, and deliver him ta 
the Law : It he ſaw a Murtherer, and took 

him 
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him in the Fatt, would it be a Diſhonour 
f r him to give Teftimony in a Cort of 
Juftice, that the Deftroyer might die? — 
Treaſ'n againſt the Sovereign, eſpecially 
THIS Treaſon we are talking of, SQCH 
2 Treaſon, and againft SUCH a Sovereign, 
exceeds ary of theſe in Crime, and it had 
been far from a Diſhonour to have been a 
Witneſs againſt any Perſon guilty of it 
Indeed Iam ſorry to [ce the Advertiſement 
ſvgget ſuch an Abhorrence of detetting 
THIS. Trez'01——— And this makes me 
hope, the Gentlemen themſelves are not 
Authors of ch2 Advertiſemert. | 
As to betraying Fri-nds, ſaving our own 
Lives at the Price of anotherMan's, and dil- 
covering meerly to del ver our ſelves— No 
Man h:s a greater Adhorreuce of th:m than 
}.nor has mani Men ſuffer'd mere than I for 
refuſing co b=tray my Truft, or expoſe my 
Ecie nds—But then thjs muſt be in Matters 
juſt and honovrable, not in Crimes againſt 
both GOD aud Min, ſuch. as Treaſon is in 
the higheſt D-greez in ſuch Caſe every 
Chriſtian is ro give Glory to GOD ia ac: 
knowledging bis Guilt, let it fall where it 


wil), but 1 (ce nothing of that was ſuggeſt-d_ 


in this Caſe. 

This I ſpeak to ſet us right in the Mat- 
ter of-informing in Caſes of Crim? 5 and 
without ReſpeR to the Perſons concerned, 
nor at all d ſigning to refl?A upon them, 
1 hope they will not 1ake it f» ; The Gentle- 
men are Strangers co 1,.C, and | would be 
far from doing them the leaft Injury in it, 
perhaps I ray by this open- their Eyes to 
ſome Miffakes in their Reſentment, which 
if ſo, they will have no reaſon to1ake it ill, 

2. I think, the Reſentment in this Ad- 
vertiſement wrong extended ] ſhall not 
judge of Meaninys—Butlet them- mean by 
their Threatning what they will, or who 
they wil, when they ſay neither Title nor 
« « + « « ſhallcover them. | 

Askiug their Pardon,in this they are wrong, 
and they m:y be uſed very ill upon that 
Head, if th: Government pleaſe to notice it. 
—t, 1 muft »e plain to tell all Men, who 
uſe ſuch Language as that, it is not Language 
that wi'i go down in England; and the Au- 
thor of the Flying- Poſt, . cho* he is not an 
Zvgliſy Man, has liv'd long enough in Eng- 


o , w— 
-— 


- - - , , , s ri . 
=  _ 4 N . : o = pe 4 . " - ” 4 -- 
L ” X 6 & 6 = - 
A - - - 
; I 
p_ . - _ 
oo 


land toknow it, THE LAW in England 
is every honeft Man's ProteRion, and buth 
will and can proteQ them, and cover tham, 
and no Man upon what Ground foever can 
haze any Room for Reſentments of Iojut y, 
but ſvch as are Legal-— What they mean by 
cuſtomary Reſentment, the Flying-Poft 
ought to explaioz as GOD ſays in «ner 
Caſes, Vengeance is mine, Oc. (o the LAW: 
which is GOD's Repreſentative ſays, Ke- 
ſemtment and Revenge IS MINE, and I wil 
repay it. No Man in England has the leaft 
Liberty granted bim to gxecute his private 
Revenge, Puniſhment beloggs to Govern-. 
ment, and he that is maltreatrd, muft aps 
ply to the Law to obtain Juttic-z there is 
no ſuch thing 2s a cuſtomary Reſentment, 
except it be Murcher, and the Gallows is 
the End' of that, and, Gentlemen, it is 
upon this F-undaticn the F<licity and Glo» 
ry of the Engliſh Government ſtands, that 
the LAW i: open, the Channel of it runs 
free to the meaneft Subje&, even againſt 
the very Suvereign, much more againſt a. 
Fellow Subj-Q ; no Offence can be com- 
mitted agatnſt a Man, but the Law will 
give you Satisfaction for; and he that will 
ſeck his own Revenge, or call it Satisfaftion: 
if you will, it is all one, for an Injury, and 


purſu-'s-it either againft the Lite or Eftate of / 


his Adverſary, by any Methud - but ſuch as: 
the Law dires, it is in vain to put a fair 
Gloſs on the thing, he is a Robber and a 
Murtherer. 


If a Man has burnt your Houſe, or ra-- 


viſh'd your Wife, or rifled your Goods, you 
may take him and deliver him up to Jus 
ftice, and he (hall die—But if in Revenge 
you wil) either plunder his Goods, or burg 


his Houſe, or kill him, you ſhall die as a: 


Criminal; for you did not kill the Mur- 
therer, er rob the Thief,” but you. kill'd. 
the Man, you plunder'd the Houſe, both 
which the Law had forbid. 

Now, Gentlemen, .7 en$reat your: Pardor 


for this Expreſſion, which I am ſure is juſt. . 


»hould you. mean your Reſentments at: 
the Aﬀeoat in the Ext-ot the Advertiſer. 
ſeems to imply. that is, to what you call 
Repar-tion of Horcur, 4 modern Word for 
one of rbe worſt Sorts of Murther—Firft,in the- 
Sence of the Law you would not be deem'd. 
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